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Best recu

made at Easy Racers

By MEADE FISCHER
FOR THE REGISTER-PAJARONIAN
When Dr. Paul Robbins of
San Benicio got to the age
where hunching over the han-
dlebars of a standard bike was
just too painful on long rides,
he decided to get arecumbent
hicycle. He'd heard of Easy
Racers, “World's fastest bicy-
cles.” so he came to Watson-
ville to check them out. They
built a bike especially for his

needs, and now he's enjoying

riding again.

" Eney Racersocaupiesalare
building at 200 Airport Road,
and the first thing to catch the

eye of the visitor is lines of bike.

frames like sides of beef, hang-
ing from the ceiling. One of the
bike builders, Jose Benicio,
showed me around the facility.
Besides the frames, there are
bikes in various stages of con-
struction, along with a few fin-
ished machines.

Recumbent bikes are more
cornfortable hecause the rider
sits down on aseat with aback
rest, with legs strelched outin
¢vont. There is no stress on the
shoulders or upper back.

Measurements are taken,
and each bike is custom de-
signed for each rider, starting
with nine frame sizes. These
serious bikes for serious rid-
ersare constructed fromsteel,
aluminum or titaninm, and

they range in price {rom about.

£2,000 to almost $6,000.
"Benicio showed me their

newest model, the Javelin,

which has a single large tube

for a frame, rather thana.nar—
ray of smaller tubes. He also
pointed out the two kinds of

seats, the Cobra racing seat,
which is & padded seat with a
nigh backrest, and the Cool

Back touring, a net-like mesh
packrest that looks as com-
fortable as a beach chair. -

They also build tandem
models, and even a bicycle
built for three.

Easy Racers was started by
(he late Gardner Martin i a
converted chicken coup oit
Freedom Boulevard in 1978,
Current owners, Fred. and
Denton, still use Martin's orig-
inal design, one that has won.
races all over the country. In
fact, Fred used one of their
t_}ikes._m'b'réalg the elusive 65
mph barrier, Both men won
medals at a race in The Dall-
‘s, Oregon onMay 11.

Through a network of deal-
ers and direct sales, Basy Rac-
ers find homes all over the
country and abroad, The only
large scale recumbent maker
that builds their bikes com-
pletely in the United States,
their bikes have earned a rep-
utation as solid as their almost
indestructible frames.

There are many cusLOMers
in their 60s, T0s and 8= who
ride these bikes CroSs COountry.

For those considering
gwitching fo a recumbent
bike, but are not sure if they'd
he comfortable with it, Basy
Racer has demos available. I

took a demonstration ride and
fell in love with the bike.
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